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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

OCTOBER 12, 2010 

 

 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met 

in regular session on Tuesday, October 12, 2010, in the Council Chambers of City 

Hall located at 610 Main Street.   

 

CALL TO ORDER 

         Presiding Officer Mayor William J. Schmitt called the meeting to order at 

8:00 a.m.  

     

ROLL CALL 

 Mayor William J. Schmitt                                   Present 

 Board member Thomas Schmidt                         Present 

 Board member Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter           Present 

 

Also present were Police Chief Douglas Tarvin, Street Commissioner 

Raymond Eckerle, City Engineer Chad Hurm, Personnel/Safety Director Charles 

Schneider, Building Commissioner David Seger, Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang, 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein and Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm. 

 

Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm announced that in order to have a quorum 

for the meeting, a majority of the board members must be present. All three board 

members were present; therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting.   

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Mayor Schmitt invited all those present to join him in reciting the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on 

September 28, 2010.  Thereafter, a motion was made by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to approve the minutes as published.  

Motion carried 3-0.  

 

TEMPORARY PARKING ON NORTHWOOD AVENUE 

 Becky Hopf, representing the Krazy About Kidz daycare center, 583 

Northwood Avenue, asked permission to close Northwood Avenue in front of the 

daycare center on October 22, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. to allow parents 

to park on the street because there is not enough space in the parking lot nor on 

Westwood. 

 

Mayor Schmitt said Northwood Avenue cannot be closed because it is 

heavily travelled but maybe temporary parking against the curb on the south lane 

could be allowed as long as the turn lane and north lane remain open.   

 

Police Chief Douglas Tarvin agreed that it is a busy street.  He said 

because it gets dark early, warning lights will also be needed as well as traffic 

cones. 
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Ambrose 'Butch' Schitter suggested the center have volunteers outside to 

make sure parents do not park next to the curb on the north side. 

 

 After much discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and 

seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter to grant the request from Krazy About 

Kidz for overflow parking and use the south side of Northwood Avenue between 

6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. with the turn lane and north lane remaining open 

provided there is proper signage, the traffic cones are in place by the street 

department during work hours, the police monitor the area, and the Center sends 

letters home with the kids stating parents should park on Westwood first.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

CLOSE STREET FOR NEIGHBORHOOD PARTY 

 Kirk Smith, 917 Clearview Avenue, asked permission to close Clearview 

Avenue between Justin Street and Brames Road on October 24, 2010 from  

1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to approve the request of Kirk Smith representing the Clearview Avenue 

neighbors to close Clearview Avenue from Justin Street to Brames Road on 

October 24, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

ENCROACHMENT REQUEST 

 Contractor Randy Jacob, representing Nick and Kristen Werne, 435 

Cottonwood Lane, asked permission to encroach upon a 20 ft public utility and 

drainage easement on the north side of their property by installing a fence.  

 

 City Engineer Chad Hurm said currently there is nothing in the easement.  

Several department heads commented that they felt there are other ways to place 

the fence without encroaching on the easement. 

 

 Thomas Schmidt suggested angling the corner part of the fence that would 

be on the easement.  Mr. Jacob said the fence is shown the way it is because it 

comes in sections.  Mayor Schmitt suggested shifting the fence to the left.  Jacob 

said the Wernes want it to start on the right side where it is proposed. 

 

 Mayor Schmitt commented that easements are there for a purpose and he 

thinks there are other alternatives that would allow the Wernes to accomplish 

what they are trying to accomplish. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to deny the request for the encroachment at 435 Cottonwood Lane because there 

are other alternatives that can be worked out.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

CLOSE DORBETT STREET 

 Mayor Schmitt read a request from Gerald Miller with Memorial Hospital 

and Healthcare Center asking permission to close a portion of Dorbett Street near 

the hospital for 3-4 hours to unload materials for a roofing project at the hospital.  
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 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the request of Memorial Hospital for a partial street closing on 

Dorbett Street for roof repairs on condition they notify the police and fire 

departments when they know the date and time they will do the work.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

POLICE VEHICLE QUOTES 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin said he sought quotes for a new, marked 

police car with the trade-in of a 2003 Chevy Impala with approximately 100,000 

miles. 

 

 City Attorney Sandra then opened and read the following quotes that were 

received: 

Dealer   Non-Collusion Affidavit included  Price 

Bob Luegers                 submitted a letter stating they are unable  

                                     to quote because they do not have a police package 

 

Uebelhor & Sons               Yes                       2011 Chevy      $26,262.00 

                                                                                2003 Trade-in    - 3,000.00 

                                                                                Net Price          $23,262.00 

 

Washington Chrysler                 Yes                      2011 Dodge      $34,125.00 

                                                                                Less discounts   -11,182.00 

                                                                                2003 Trade-in      -2,000.00 

                                                                                Net Price           $20,943.00 

 

Sternberg Chrysler                      Yes                   2011 Dodge        $35,085.00 

                                                       2003 Trade-in and discounts      -13,314.00 

                                                          plus tire tax                +        1.25 

                                                                        plus document fee      +      63.60        

       Net Price             $21,835.85 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to have the police department review the quotes and if they meet the 

specifications then go ahead with the low quote which appears to be Washington 

Chrysler and if they do not meet the specifications then come back to a future 

meeting.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Fire alarms at schools.  Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang reported that he was 

going to all the schools today to check the fire alarm systems. 

 

Fire station repair.  Hochgesang said the Holy Family fire station damage repair 

project is near completion and the building looks good. 

 

Burn ban.  Hochgesang said there is a lot of confusion about understanding the 

burn ban.  The burn ban is still in place and open flames are not allowed. 
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DUBOIS COUNTY TOURISM SIGN 

 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said Kristin Ruhe from Dubois 

County Tourism contacted him and said one of their new tourism signs is 

scheduled for 15
th

 and Newton Streets.  The owner of the property where they 

want to put the sign asked to be paid a fee.  Because they do not want to pay a fee, 

Eckerle said the agency now wants to place the sign in that area but move it to 

property owned by the City of Jasper. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to allow signage to be placed on City property at 15
th

 and Newton Streets for 

Dubois County Tourism.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Updates.  Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle reported on the street paving 

and the sidewalk projects.   

 

Letter about street sweeping.  Eckerle said the Council members received a 

letter from a concerned citizen stating they feel all the street sweeping the City is 

doing is not necessary.  Eckerle explained that the City has a street sweeping plan 

and sweeping on a regular basis is required under the storm water best 

management practices.  Eckerle said he will call this concerned citizen and 

explain the method the City uses. 

 

Leaf pick up.  Eckerle said next week one leaf machine will be out on an as 

needed basis but as of now the machines will not be out on a regular basis. 

 

Annual supply bids.  Eckerle said a draft of the annual supply bid notice and 

specifications were sent to all department heads for review.  The plan is to open 

bids on November 23, 2010.   

 

Maplecrest Blvd and Meridian Road intersection.  Eckerle said he has received 

complaints that there is a line of sight problem when one wants to pull onto N. 

Meridian Road from Maplecrest Blvd.  He then showed pictures of the area. 

Eckerle said that if one stops at the stop bar one cannot see if traffic is coming 

from the left because of the hill.  Eckerle said we need to find out what and how 

much of the bank we can cut down.  Mayor Schmitt said we need to check if we 

have enough right-of-way.  The board members agreed that the bank should be 

cut down to eliminate the sight distance problem. 

 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER TRAINING 
 Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider reported that the safety 

committee will conduct a hands-on portable fire extinguisher training session and 

extinguish a live fire.  The training is for all full time and some part time 

employees who have not had this particular training in the past ten years.  

Schneider asked permission to hold a live burn sometime after the burn ban is 

lifted. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to approve the request on provision it is done after the burn ban is lifted.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 
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TIMBER CREEK PERFORMANCE BOND 

 City Engineer Chad Hurm said Michael J. and Patricia H. Hochgesang, 

developers of the Timber Creek subdivision, asked for a one year extension to 

October 14, 2011 on their subdivision performance bond.   

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the performance bond extension for the Timber Creek 

subdivision until October 14, 2011.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

CITY ENGINEER REPORTS 

Sidewalk replacement projects. City Engineer Chad Hurm said the Jackson 

Street sidewalk replacement project is completed.  He will determine how much 

funding is available for the 50/50 program and at the next meeting he will bring in 

some requests for participation in the 50/50 sidewalk replacement program. 

 

Park meeting.  Hurm said there is a meeting this afternoon to discuss the park 

project at the former Middle School property. 

 

GRANT FOR BREATHALYZER EXPENSES 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin asked permission to seek 2011 grant funding 

from the Dubois County Substance Abuse Council for fees associated with the 

breathalyzer that includes the yearly maintenance fee of $650.00 and the cost for 

the telephone lines.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to give approval to the police chief to seek grant funding for the breathalyzer 

expenses.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

DUBOIS COUNTY CLERGY ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Police Chief Douglas Tarvin stated he was meeting with the Dubois 

County Clergy Association today to discuss what happens in the event of a 

tragedy.  Currently the police department helps the association by distributing the 

vouchers that give assistance to transients.  Tarvin said this meeting will also 

continue to better the relationship with the clergy.  

 

POLICE VEHICLE QUOTES 

At the September 28, 2010 meeting, quotes for a midsize all wheel drive 

SUV gas and hybrid less the trade in of a 2000 Chev Impala and a 2000 Chrysler 

Concorde were taken under advisement.  Police Chief Douglas Tarvin said quotes 

were received from only one dealer.  He recommended rejecting the quotes 

because they exceeded the budgeted amount.  Tarvin said he would like to re-bid 

the item and broaden the specifications. 

 

 A motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Ambrose 

‘Butch’ Schitter to reject the bids for an unmarked vehicle from the September 

28
th

 meeting.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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EASEMENTS 

 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein presented the following easements for 

acceptance and approval: 

      

 Grant of Permanent Drainage Easement 

Donald E. Streicher and Beverly S. Streicher – Part of Lot Number 53 in Victory 

Villa Addition 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the easement from Donald and Beverly Streicher as described 

by the city attorney. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Grant of Permanent Public Utility and Drainage Easement 

Steven W. Stenftenagel and Deandra S. Stenftenagel – Part of NE quarter of the 

NW quarter of S7, T2S, R4W 

 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein said the petition of Steven W. and 

Deandra Stenftenagel for secondary approval of a proposed plat for Stenftenagel’s 

First Addition was tabled at the September Plan Commission meeting.  She 

recommended the easement be approved on condition the Plan Commission gives 

the plat secondary approval.  

 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to accept the easement from Stenftenagel on condition the plat for Stenftenagel’s 

First
 
Addition gets secondary approval from the Plan Commission.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

CLAIMS.  The claims against the City from September 10, 2010 to October 7, 

2010, were presented to and examined by the board. Those claims found to be 

just, due and owing were approved 3-0 upon motion by Thomas Schmidt and 

seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter. 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  There being no further business to come before the board, a 

motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried 3-0 and the meeting 

adjourned at 9:28 a.m. 

 

 

The minutes were hereby approved ____with __X___without corrections or  

 

clarification this 25
th

 day of October, 2010. 

 

     _______________________________     

                                                                         Mayor William J. Schmitt 

                                                                         Presiding Officer 

Attest: 

________________________________       

Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 

 Margaret A. Kress, Recording Secretary 


